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UK-Russia Space Seminar
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Dear Minister, Mr Spasskiy, Ladies and Gentlemen.
It is an honour to speak before such a deeply respected audience that includes the UK’s highest academic, business and policy leaders.

The organization that I am representing, The International Science and Technology Center, or ISTC, is a co-organiser of today’s seminar with University College London, and I would like to begin by paying tribute to the commitment that the University has shown to fostering international partnerships in research, and for the hospitality they have extended to the visiting experts from Russia, who will present throughout the day.    

As I have said, I represent an intergovernmental organization, The International Science and Technology Center, with headquarters in Moscow.
The Center has been operational for 16 years now, working in Russia, with scientists and institutes, funding research projects in many scientific areas, and since around 2003, we have been developing assistance programs to take the promising results of some of these projects to the marketplace.   

If I may say a few words about ISTC and how we came into existence.  

Some 16 years ago, pioneering work started in the former Soviet Union. Two science centers were established, one in Moscow and one in Kyiv, to address security concerns and the possible loss of many of the scientific talents and individuals from the Former Soviet Union. A ‘Science Centers concept’ was developed and a multi-national Agreement signed, with both Centers financially supported by the Governments of Canada, the European Union, Japan, Norway, South Korea and the United States. The Russian Federation is a full and contributing Governing Board Member of the Russian Center. 

The goal, and the founding principle of the Center, is to engage scientists and engineers in Russia with the aim of directing their expertise for civilian purposes.

ISTC, therefore, is a research-funding agency that finances scientific projects with a non-proliferation component. It operates a wide range of programs related to the funding of basic and applied research, to the transfer of knowledge to the market place, the mobility and training of scientists and the upgrading of research infrastructure via the development of sustainability plans for our Beneficiary Institutes.

ISTC contributes to the implementation of the G-8 Global Partnership Program of 2002, the UK is a Partner of ISTC through its Membership of the European Union, to date funding over 7.5 million US in research projects through the Center.,  and since 2006, EU support to ISTC has been carried out in the framework of the European Security Strategy and under the Instrument for Stability . 
Over 75,000 scientists have benefitted from direct ISTC funding and we work with around 900 institutes in Russia and beyond. Since its inception ISTC has supported 2,700 research projects for a value of $838 million, plus over $90 million in supplemental (training) programs. 

Rather a lot of high figures, but the key message is that the work of ISTC has assisted with the creation of a civil orientated research community in Russia and beyond over the last 16 years. And today’s event, part of a series of meetings and presentations in the UK this week funded directly by ISTC, furthers our remit of creating networks of national and international scientific experts and developing joint research projects and proposals that will be of benefit to us all. 

And as regards how these projects are funded, ISTC works with our Governments, and our over 400 commercial or governmental agency Partners, to seek or manage financial support that will go directly to the scientists for the work they carry out. ISTC will also assist those scientists, when requested, on matters of any intellectual property that they create, and in the case of governmental funded projects, will themselves own. 
Regarding commercialisation, ISTC’s day-to-day work progressing R&D results to the benefit of consumers show that there is a high potential for innovation in Russia on the basis of excellent research. 
Later today, my colleague from ISTC, Tatiana Ryzhova, will give a presentation on the work that ISTC has carried out in the space sector, and so I will not cover any of that ground in these introductory comments, but, as I am certain you will hear,… while ISTC works across all the science disciplines, the record of our work directly supporting space and aerospace projects, and the many experts in Russia in this field, has been significant. 
But I must add, that the work of the scientists that you will hear speak during this Seminar, is their own, alongside that of their Russian colleagues. ISTC is immensely proud to be working with such individuals as you will meet today. 
Conclusion

As I said at the top of my speech, ISTC is honoured to join with the organizers -  UCL,  and yourselves at this event, and to contribute where we can to the outcomes of today. -
Cooperation between the United Kingdom and Russia, for the advancement of science and knowledge has already delivered significant reward. Building on the genuine cooperation in space research that already exists between the two countries can have reward that for now, we can only marvel at.

It is, therefore, a privilege to join with you in this endeavour.

Thank you for your attention. 
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