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Information Note on Targeted Initiatives

26 March 2010
1. Introduction

At present five targeted initiatives are under various stages of implementation at ISTC. 

Fuel Cell Targeted Initiative
The initiative started in 2004.  Gazprom plays a prominent role in the project as a co-financing organization.  By the end of 2009, a laboratory prototype of an electrochemical generator with 6kW capacity was successfully tested.

The final design and manufacturing of the pilot power plant based on fuel cell technologies was completed during the last three months.  It was subsequently tested in a laboratory and accepted by Gazprom for field-testing, in the first quarter of 2010 at VNIIEF and at a Gazprom site in the next two quarters.  On the basis of the results, Gazprom will make a decision as to whether or not to begin small-scale manufacturing.  

A new Work Plan for a separate task, High Temperature PEM Low Capacity Unit, funded by the US Party was prepared and approved by Rosatom. The execution of this task shall start in March 2010.

Drug Design & Development Targeted Initiative (3D-TI) 

1. European Viral Archives FP7 Consortium became an ISTC Partner in January 2010 in order to work with ISTC in the frame of the Initiative. Funds are allocated by the Partner for conducting the workshop "International Quality Management Standards for Viral Collections Cataloging" April 12-16, 2010. Twenty-five EU experts are planning to attend, with a total number of 50 participants.

2. In the frame of the 2nd EuroasiaBio forum April 2010, Moscow, a Medbiotech meeting “National System of Biological Screening” is being organized. ISTC TI Coordinator is a member of the Steering Committee of the meeting and responsible for coordination of international participation. Experts from Eli Lilly, NIH/NCI, Biotech, Pharma were informed and invited to participate.

3. ISTC TI Coordinator is a member of the Steering Committee of the 5th International Conference "Genomics, Proteomics, Bioinformatics and Nanobiotechnologies for Medicine" (GPBNM-2010) to be held in June 2010. One of the key areas of the Conference is new drug discovery. An abstract “Post-genome Research Technologies in ISTC Projects” is submitted and presentation will be made.

4. A meeting was held with CRDF representative C. Robinson at ISTC to discuss possibilities of joint funding of the TB Drug Discovery project.  An announcement will be done at the TB workshop, which is under development jointly by ISTC and the US Institute of Medicine with the participation of Eli Lilly and CRDF, in May 2010.

5. ISTC received responses for the position paper “TB Drug Discovery” from Kazakhstan, Georgia and Russia”. Ideas are being discussed with respondents concerning new drug discovery.

6. Terms of Reference (TORs) have been drafted and approved at the Executive Committee of ISTC for development of supplemental budgets for the 3D-TI from Parties/ Partners.

7. ISTC is preparing a position paper “Development of the Info-communication Network to Speed DD&D in CIS” jointly with Eli Lilly (Big pharma), Onkocenter (RAMS), Zelinsky Institute of Organic Chemistry (RAS), OSC "Inversion" (Rostechregulirovanie/Minpromtorg RF), NIH (USA), National Cancer Institute, USA,    Institute of Biomedical Chemistry RAMS (Rosnauka/FASI), Institute of Chemical Diversity (Biotech/CRO RF) with the first step being a meeting in May 2010 to discuss proposal development and stakeholders.

Science & Technology in the Prevention of Biological Threats Targeted Initiative (STPBT-TI) 

During the first quarter of 2010, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, the Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan formally confirmed their participation in the TI and provided SC nominees. A first teleconference meeting of the funding party/partner members of the Steering Committee was held 19th January 2010 and Steering Committee members are presently discussing and preparing a first Call for Proposals for possible launch in April/May, 2010.  The draft of the Call for Proposals has been circulated for comment.  Steering Committee members are actively engaging and discussing other ways in which this targeted initiative can be best implemented. Members of the SC from the CIS counties were invited to participate in a conference in Global Biosecurity 2010 Brisbane, Australia.
Law Enforcement Targeted Initiative (LETI) 

The ISTC Coordinator of this TI unexpectedly resigned in February 2010, which has resulted in delays in re-invigorating this TI.  Recently, a new Coordinator has been identified and introduced to the Russian MVD SC member.  Following discussions, a plan to hold a workshop summarizing progress to date and providing a venue for discussion of Phase II proposals and expansion to CIS members was prepared.  The draft agenda and timing of the re-launch will be circulated to other SC members and a teleconference held in March to confirm the time and place of the workshop.

Probiotics & Health Targeted Initiative (TI PROBIO) 

Since TI PROBIO was launched, two projects has been funded (Japan) - in the Institute of Immunological Engineering, Ljubuchany and the Institute of Epidemiology and Microbiology, Vladivostok, Russia. The projects’ scientists are closely collaborating (direct visits and joint investigations). TI PROBIO Steering Committee started discussion on the probiotic research issues via email communications. Eight project proposals (microbial diversity, astro-probiotic, fermented beet root juice, bacteriocines, etc.) from Russian/CIS leading probiotic institutes are under SCom’s evaluation. It is planned to select and re-arrange 2-3 proposals to make TI PROBIO funded projects of world good practice, fruitful collaboration and commercial demand. Three ISTC TI PROBIO Seminars are being prepared: 1) Joint ISTC-Japan Lactic Acid Society Conference and 2) “Secrets of Caucasian Long Life Phenomenon” to be held in Japan in July 2010; 3) TI PROBIO Seminar along with 1st SCom face-to-face meeting to be held in Armenia in October 4-6, 2010.
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