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 Press Release 

ISTC Assists in the Fight Against Drug Resistant Tuberculosis

The World Health Organization (WHO) issued a report on 18 March 2010 indicating that drug resistant tuberculosis is now at record level. 

Two regions in the Russian Federation, Orel and Tomsk have achieved a remarkable decline but high levels of this disease remain in other parts of Russia. In one region of Russia, more than a quarter of all cases are drug resistant.

The question was asked about what contribution ISTC is making in the fight to address this problem.

The prevention and treatment of tuberculosis are among the first priorities for the life sciences related work of ISTC. 

ISTC has funded various projects in this field towards the development of new drugs and vaccines as well as in the area of new diagnostics.  For example, biochips and mobile test kits were developed. In total, 20 research projects in this field have been completed to date.

Currently the active research programme consists of a portfolio of five projects against tuberculosis. The two most advanced drug discovery projects, which are still at the discovery stage, explore two types of novel antibiotics with unprecedented anti-tuberculosis mechanisms. Additional projects seek to identify and develop novel mycobacterium enzymes/ targets. 

The development of improved diagnostics and detection methods are an integral part of ISTC activity in this field. Microchips are developed to detect tuberculosis at an early stage.  Equally, test-kits for rapid testing are also under development. 

The Road Ahead

ISTC is now seeking new and/or improved technologies to address the following priority areas: 
· Innovative Drug Discovery

· Commercialization of the most promising project results
Together with its partners, ISTC would like to step up its efforts through the development of an urgently needed tuberculosis drug discovery project. The main goal of the project is to integrate cutting-edge R&D capabilities of Russian and other teams working in the drug discovery area to facilitate research into the development of new drugs. 

Steps

The WHO report shows that all efforts are needed to deal with the problem of multi and extensively drug-resistant Tuberculosis (MDR-TB and XDR-TB). New drugs need to be discovered. ISTC has taken the lead in addressing this problem and would like to establish a Tuberculosis Drug Discovery Project as soon as possible.  ISTC seeks co-funding from its partners of this initiative.

Contacts

Interested persons could contact Mr. Steve Bourne (bourne@istc.ru; phone +7 982 31 41) or Dr. Tatiana Gremyakova (gremyakova@istc.ru; phone: +7 (495) 9823221) of ISTC for further information. 
A position paper is available at the ISTC website (www.istc.ru)

Moscow, 23 March 2010

PAGE  

1

