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Thank you Marina,      (Moderator, Marina Balabanova  - Danone)

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, respected colleagues from the Media and ISTC’s Partner in this event, Danone Research.
It’s a pleasure to echo Marina’s introduction and to welcome you to this first Scientific Café. I am sure that over the next hour or so we will have a fascinating introduction into the role that probiotics plays in adding to a healthy lifestyle, and into the work that Danone Research is undertaking in this subject.
My name is Adriaan van der Meer, Executive Director of the International Science and Technology Center, or ISTC, an organization that is based here in Moscow though is a truly international body working with, and for, governments and private industry around the globe.

I have been given a few moments to talk about the work of the Center in bringing together researchers from Russia, Georgia and other countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States, with their international scientific colleagues, to work on research, and commercialization projects that are in many cases funded through the Center itself. We have over 400 commercial and governmental agency partners, of which Danone Research is a valued member of our program, and if I may, I will give a brief background to whom we are, and how we have become engaged in supporting probiotic research in Russia.  

To date, over 73,000 scientists have benefitted from direct ISTC funding and we work with around 900 institutes in Russia and beyond. Funding for research projects alone has been in excess of $835 million, for over 2,700 projects.
In 2003, ISTC began its commercialization and innovation support programs – funding not only the proving of the research and in some cases the production. And also, business training for scientists and market analysis. 
We promote innovation in various ways.

Firstly, a technology ‘pull’ program exists that matches business partners

with ISTC Beneficiaries – and these are mainly research scientists and

institutes in Russia and beyond. The aim is to draw value from ISTC scientific projects and research networks, modernizing existing production processes or building completely new ones. It is a proven way to attract foreign direct investment to Russia – and we also provide the accounting and on the ground project management where required.

Secondly, ISTC is carrying out a skills enhancement program. Numerous

training programs have been or are being undertaken for scientists and

engineers in business management and entrepreneurship in order to enhance

skills. It is support for life-long learning whereby adults receive part-time

education in parallel to their jobs. Our programs also deal with training in

IPR issues. This is important because only well protected intellectual

property will stimulate direct investment towards innovative business

activities. In all the cases where Governments have funded research projects,

the scientists themselves own the IP. Where commercial partners have

funded, obviously, the commercial partner negotiates, up to, 100% ownership.

Innovation Initiatives.
Our day-to-day work progressing R&D results to the benefit of all of us, show

that there is a high potential for innovation in Russia on the basis of excellent

research. ISTC is following closely the debate in Russia as regards the

implementation of a policy of innovation, including the establishment of

innovation clusters or cities such as Skolkovo, and the development of a partnership for modernization between EU and Russia, and we seek to contribute our experience in this area. 
Having been operational for 16 years now, and having built up a vast network of international experts and institutes, ISTC is an organization that is now undergoing a transformation process; to ensure we keep pace and in many cases anticipate, the commercial needs of our partners, such as Danone Research, and the political initiatives of our governments. I am sure that you will hear more of this in the months ahead.
Probiotics.

I touched on the fact that ISTC is engaged in all areas of genuine scientific research, with one of our largest areas of focus being that of biotechnology and health. 
Over two years ago now, and in some part in response to the excellent work that Danone Research was undertaking in this area through its project with ISTC, we created a Probiotics Targeted Initiative that effectively encourages the submission to ISTC of research proposals in this increasingly important area. 

In the framework of this program, collaboration between over 100 Russian, Georgian and Commonwealth of Independent States institutes and their international peer institutes have been established.

Since the Program was launched, ISTC has held probiotic workshops in Moscow, St Petersburg, Vladivostok and Tokyo. And in October, ISTC will host a probiotic workshop in Yerevan, where experts from Russia, Ukraine, Armenia, Georgia, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzia, Kazakhstan, Canada, Europe, Japan, and US will participate. Danone Research has taken a lead in this area and ISTC is proud of its role in supporting such progressive research. 

In 2007, Danone Research funded a 3-year project in Russia with The Moscow State University and The Institute of Immunology Engineering in Lyubuchany to study the biodiversity of lactic acid bacteria. The project has now been completed and the results are being evaluated by experts in France and Russia.
And I think it is at this point, I hand back to Marina to take us now into the ‘science part’ of the café!  Time to hear from the real experts in this area.
Once again, I thank you for taking part today, and sincerely thank our Partner, Danone Research, for their work in making this first event a reality. And I’ll be happy to take, and possibly to ask, a few questions at the end of the presentations.

Thank you. 
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