1.6 The ISTC Patenting Support Program

The Patenting Support Program successfully runs in the ISTC. 

The ISTC Patenting Support Program is focused on assistance in receiving an initial patent by providing financial support to the institutes with the purpose of compensation for the initial costs related to the patenting procedure.  This is done with the general purpose of protecting owners’ interests in the use of intellectual property created under ISTC financed projects.

In order to make a request for financial support for the patenting process, the applicant should present to the ISTC (namely, to the Project Group Manager) along with the “Record of Invention”, a separate standard application with justification of patenting steps.

Such application is to be filed on behalf of the owner of the intellectual property, i.e., as a rule, on behalf of an Institute.

All applications are reviewed by the ISTC and are evaluated by a designated committee.  A positive resolution on allocation of funds for financial support for patenting is made in reference to applications which convincingly show that the owner of intellectual property:

- has established its financial value,

- intends to obtain an income from its exploitation

- has made sufficient effort to study the possibilities of generating income from its use

- has chosen a form of protection based upon reasonable judgment 

Patentability of the invention is not evaluated at the stage of application analysis.

In case of a positive resolution on allocation of funds for financial support of patenting the ISTC may undertake the following costs:
· Expert services on preparation and filing of the patent application

· Application filing fees

Should such need occur, the institute may also request expert services on preparation and application filing, in addition to financial support.  In such an instance the ISTC hires such expert and pays for his/her services with part of the funds allocated for that application.

In some cases the ISTC may provide consulting services and assistance in establishing the commercial value of a potential invention, justification of choice of the form of protection and exploitation of the invention as well as in preparation of the final application for financial patenting support. In order to receive such support the owner of a potential invention should make a separate request in the primary application.

It is important to note that the ISTC provides financial support only for filing an initial application (national in the native country, Eurasian or under the PCT system), while the costs of application filing in other countries are not financed by the program. The owner of intellectual property, as a primary profit-gainer, fulfills this procedure either at his/her own expense or enters into an agreement with interested parties in the respective territories.

If an ISTC Party becomes interested in protection of its rights on the intellectual property created under a project, that party undertakes all the costs related to preparation, completion and filing of the application on its territory as well as the costs related to patent maintenance throughout the entire period of its validity.

It should also be stressed that information required for such an application does not have to include full development of the intellectual property commercialization procedure, though it does require certain effort to analyze that aspect of the situation. 

It is understandable that the author of an invention or a project team is not always able to conduct such analysis.  This work should be done with the full support of the owner of the intellectual property (institute) with the involvement of appropriate specialists, services and resources, since it is the owner of the intellectual property who gains a profit from its use. It is possible that for analysis of some IP aspects it will be necessary to involve outside consultants. For that purpose some financial resources of both the institute and the project may be used. Provided a thorough and correct application filing, such costs (as well as other costs) will be compensated with the ISTC Patenting Support Program. 

At the same time, appropriate proposals may be assisted not only under the Patenting Support Program but, in addition, under the Technology Commercialization Program.  Also some ISTC Parties have set procedures of protection and exploitation of intellectual property created in ISTC projects, which open additional opportunities to receive financial earnings from the results of creative activity.

To get more detail information about the ISTC Patenting Support Program you can apply to Vladimir Matyushechkin,  Project Group Leader (tel: 982 31 94, matyushechkin@istc.ru) 

