	INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER

Krasnoproletarskaya ul. 32-34,

P.O. Box 20, 127473 Moscow,

Russian Federation

Tel: +7 (495) 982-3200

Fax: +7 (499) 978-0110

E-mail: istcinfo@istc.ru; http://www.istc.ru
	
[image: image1.png]



	МЕЖДУНАРОДНЫЙ

НАУЧНО-ТЕХНИЧЕСКИЙ ЦЕНТР

Краснопролетарская ул. 32-34,

а/я 20, 127473 Москва,

Российская Федерация

Тел:    +7 (495) 982-3200

Факс:  +7 (499) 978-0110

E-mail: istcinfo@istc.ru; http://www.istc.ru


Opening Address
Adriaan van der Meer

Executive Director

International Science and Technology Centre, Moscow

At the occasion of the
ISTC-Korea Workshop

‘Nano-materials and nano-devices’
15 September 2009

Korea Institute of Science and Technology (KIST)

Seoul, Korea

Dear Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Introduction
It gives me great pleasure to open today the 20th ISTC-Korea Workshop on the subject ‘Nano-materials and nano-devices’. I am grateful for your attendance and participation in this important event. I also feel privileged to be at the Korea Institute of Science and Technology, here, in Seoul. In fact, this is the first time that I am in Korea.  I welcome the scientists from Russia and elsewhere. And I also extend a special welcome to Dr. Park Jong-Ku, in his capacity as co-organizer of this event. 
I am grateful that today’s workshop could be organized within the framework of continued cooperation between the various Korean governmental and non-governmental organizations with ISTC. Our relations already date back to 1998 when Korea started to fund its first ISTC projects.  

ISTC overview

This year, on 10 December 2009, ISTC will celebrate its 15th anniversary. During the past years ISTC has supported more than 70 000 scientists and has managed 2,650 science projects to the tune of 815 million USD and covering a large number of technical disciplines. 

ISTC is an organization that funds research and development projects in the countries of the former Soviet Union. Funding originates from governmental agencies and private companies. To date, 420 private companies and agencies are partners of ISTC.  Moreover, ISTC has special programs for the commercialization of research results, and programs to upgrade research institutes and the skills of individual scientists. It is a non-profit international organization with headquarters in Moscow.  

Korea and ISTC

Korea fully participates in all ISTC activities. There are many success stories to tell. Let me give a number of examples:

·  Funding of 50 regular projects and 9 partner projects in various scientific areas for a total amount of 5.8 million USD has been allocated by Korean public and private organizations; 
· 20 ISTC workshops have been held in Korea, organized in a similar way to the workshop being held today. ISTC has provided 2,000 scientists from Korea and the Former Soviet Union with opportunities to have intensive expert discussions across a broad range of scientific areas and with a view to the development of new ISTC projects.

Some successful results of R&D projects relate to Manufacturing of Flat Panel Displays and Lamps via Carbon Nano-tubes (at the Nikolaev Institute of Inorganic Chemistry, Novosibirsk. #3330); the development of devices and technology of Phytoplankton Bio-monitoring (at the Moscow State University. #3410); the development of Nano-carbon electrochemical biosensors (at the Ural State Economic University, Ekaterinburg. #3230);  and various others including the obtaining of patents as a result of ISTC funded  R&D research.
Our common activities cover a broad range of partners as well as projects, as you can probably tell from the success stories I have just mentioned.  ISTC has 51 Korean partners of which 33 are from the private sector.

Nano-materials and nano-devices

The world has changed since the establishment of ISTC in 1994. Recently ISTC has adapted its work modalities to adjust to the new scientific challenges that often have a global character. Scientific work in all fields is welcome but currently ISTC is, in particular, interested in supporting scientific activities in the following areas:

- Global Security

- Sustainable Energy Technologies

- Environmental Technologies 

- Biotechnology, Public Health and Agriculture

  - High Energy Physics and last but not least 

  - Nanotechnology 
During the years, 64 projects in the field of nano-technology have been funded by ISTC with a total amount of 11millionn USD and 5.2 million Euro.  These activities have led to breakthrough results in areas such as materials synthesis and processing – composites, ceramics, high performance metals and alloys, and their industrial applications. Projects have been aimed at:

· The development of various periodic nano-size structures for a wide range of applications (FPD, optical electronics, clean energy technologies, etc);

· Nano-composite gas sensors for air monitoring;

· Reactive metal nano-particles for environmental remediation;

· Bio-nano technology for bacteria detection;

· Products from high-strength Ti with nano-crystalline structure for medical applications; 

· Synthesis of new types of carbon-based nano-structured composite materials for electromagnetic applications; 

· Developing elements for nano-electromechanics;

· Development of nano-diamond based anticorrosive coatings for aluminum and Al alloys for aircraft industry;

and various  others.
The track record is quite impressive and the short-term aim is to build on the results of this important scientific work. I, therefore, invite Korean partners – many of whom are present here today to join us in these efforts. 

Conclusion

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am sure that you agree with me that multilateral, scientific cooperation is the only way forward to successfully carry out a policy of scientific research and technological innovation. ISTC is one of the organizations that work to achieve these objectives, for example in the field of nano-technology. 

I trust that this seminar will further contribute to the accomplishment of our common goals.

And looking again to the future, I expect and look forward to welcoming a high level Korean delegation at our 15th anniversary celebrations which will be held in Moscow, to further evaluate and discuss the results of our joint actions. 

Thank you for your attention.  
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