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Remarks 

at the occasion of the acceptance

of an Honorary Doctorate for ISTC

at the Georgian Technical University

Tbilisi,

5 July 2010 

Mogesalmebit (Greetings in Georgian) 

Dear Mr. Rector, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentleman,

Introduction

It gives me great pleasure to accept, on behalf of the International Science and Technology Center, ISTC, this award of honorary doctor of the Georgian Technical University.  

This is an award that we value as one of the highest accolades ISTC has received during our 16 years of existence and today is a very proud day for my organization. 

I would like to thank the Georgian Government and the Georgian scientists, engineers and heads of institutes for the many years of successful work that we have undertaken together.

I recognize that our Branch Office in Tbilisi has also has played a crucial role in bringing forward the valuable research activities taking place in Georgia, and I would like to pay special tribute to their contribution and dedication.

Personally, of course, I am honored to lead ISTC at this time and to be here today to receive this award, but all of us know that successful work in science is best carried out in true partnership and is built with time and trust. This award, I believe, is recognition of such a partnership and such a relationship between Georgia and ISTC.   

As I said, ISTC began its activities some 16 years ago in Georgia. 
Obviously, the scientific challenges we face today differ from those of 16 years ago. Today, we face problems, for example in the health and environmental fields, that are not just of a national but of a global dimension. ISTC, with its multilateral approach, exactly serves the purpose of transcending national boundaries and can bring together the best expertise worldwide to contribute to the solution of today’s scientific questions.

Georgian Technical University

Here in Georgia, I am fully aware that the Georgian Technical University is a scientific and engineering center with the highest reputation. It has produced many leading scientists such as Professors E. Medzmariashvili, E. Kutelia, P. Kervalisvhili and is particularly active in the field of Construction Systems and Engineering Support, Structural Researches, Microelectronics and Optoelectronics.
I am pleased to say that the Georgian Technical University is most actively involved in implementing our projects in Georgia. In total, 26 projects have been completed and at the moment we have 3 ongoing.

Projects have been undertaken in the areas of materials, physics, chemistry, space aircraft and land transportation. The total value of these projects at GTU alone is around 4.5 million USD. 

If I may, I would like to mention a couple of examples of projects that are illustrative of the excellence of the work of the University, specifically under the leadership of the respected professors Katsarava, Turmanidze, Batkhadze, and Svanidze 

- Numerous projects in the field of aerospace; 

- Projects in the field of bacteriophages, leading we hope to a new type of medicine;

- The development of a computer networking infrastructure which provides further possibilities for commercialization;

 Georgia and ISTC 

At present in Georgia there is a shift towards work in the biotechnology area.

Georgia joined ISTC in 1994 and to date ISTC has funded 142 projects in Georgia to an amount of 29 mln USD.

Some success stories are:

· the development of new materials and metals for industry in particular alloys;

· identification and prevention of epidemic diseases;

· publication of atlases on wind and water energy;

· recycling of waste water; and 

· recycling of solid rocket fuel.

ISTC, through its work here has offered new opportunities for scientists in Georgia; it has helped the modernization of the research infrastructure and brought Georgian scientists into contact with their peers and colleagues elsewhere in the world. Moreover, funded research has led to many high-level publications and is the subject of discussion at many international scientific conferences. The individual skills of scientists were further developed through their attending training courses provided by ISTC.

Way forward

The work of ISTC has evolved during recent years to take into account changing needs. New ISTC targeted initiatives have been and are being developed, for example - to discover new drugs and to contribute in the fight against bio-threats through science and new technologies. I certainly count on the further contribution from Georgian scientists in this field.

The aim of ISTC is to focus its efforts in a better way to contribute to the solution of new challenges worldwide.

Today the world is moving faster and our scientific and technological challenges are changing and increasingly interlinked.  ISTC must take charge of its future and has therefore started a transformation process of modernization to further promote multilateral cooperation with a strengthened focus on innovation, to bring research results to the market place. An ISTC working party has recommended revising the existing Agreement to introduce a better defined partnership approach in its work. Our positive work with Georgia will strongly influence the changes we are now looking to make as an organization.  

Georgia itself has undergone and is still undergoing rapid changes. Science, Technology and Innovation are vital to further economic and social progress.  I consider it our common task to further strengthen the research performance, promoting innovation and knowledge transfer. I look forward, together with you, to contribute to this work in Georgia and the other countries within the international framework of ISTC

Final

Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude for the award to ISTC of an honorary doctorate.  I see it as the clearest sign yet to continue, hand in hand, our common path to promote international knowledge and innovation partnerships, and to recognize the great contribution that Georgia is making, and will continue to make, to international scientific progress. 
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