AGREEMENT
On the formation of Russian cluster for basic and applied tuberculosis research 
We, leaders of scientific groups, 
· being aware of the importance of the existing problems caused by TB                  
· pressing towards uprising the level of molecular biology, genetics and microbiology in TB studies, 

· acknowledging the importance of joining the efforts of our research teams to adequately respond to   modern    TB challenges,
agreed to create a Russian scientific association in the field of TB research (TB prevention cluster, TB-cluster) on the grounds and with the aims outlined below.
Background
      TB continues to be one of the most important infectious diseases affecting the mankind and a major cause of mortality, and TB situation in Russia is alarming. A wide distribution of mycobacterial strains resistant to the main anti-TB drugs (MDR- and XDR-strains) and HIV pandemic substantially affect our stop-TB attempts. General consensus of the scientific community is that our ability to control and combat TB infection largely depends upon development of novel anti-TB drugs effective against MDR-strains and new rapid diagnostic tools, including those for MDR detection.  The only anti-TB vaccine available today, the BCG vaccine, is not effective against pulmonary TB in adults, the TB form which comprises about 90 per cent of the total TB cases. This dictates an urgent need for the new generation TB vaccines. 
      A long experience has proven that there are no easy ways to accomplish these goals, and that only top-level scientific research using all modern tools of genetics, microbiology, biochemistry, immunology and molecular biology promises success. Research projects of this kind require substantial investments are on the way in scientific centers and large pharmaceutical companies in the developed countries. In Russia, quite a few of research teams are involved in basic and applied TB research, and some are relatively successful.  However, the general level of TB studies in Russia is lower than that of leading foreign laboratories.   This gap is largely due to underdeveloped level of connections between researches, poor coverage of the world science during scientific meetings, deviation from international standards in a number of projects. It should be acknowledged that many health professional in TB field are short of general knowledge in modern biology, whereas many microbiologists, geneticists and biochemists know too little about TB pathogenesis and progression. It becomes increasingly clear that the resources of individual scientific groups are not enough to accomplish such ambitious goals as creation of new TB drugs and vaccines. Thus, there is a need to establish an integrative, non-formal structure, unifying the efforts of Russian TB professionals. 
The aim of TB-cluster is to join the resources and expertise of scientific teams that work in TB field along all major directions, namely, new drug and vaccine development, elaboration and application of new model systems to study the disease itself, and development and application of new diagnosis tools. The following types of TB-cluster activities are proposed to achieve this aim: 

 - exchange of scientific information, including regular workshops with participation of leading scientists in this field;
- join preparation and execution of research projects and programs financed by the Russian foundations and agencies (e.g., RFBR, Ministry of Education and Science) by research groups of TB-cluster;
- joint preparation and execution of research projects and programs financed by international foundations and agencies (e.g., EU Framework Programs, ISTC-BTEP, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation) by research groups of TB-cluster;  

- formulation of proposals for the state authorities for further enrollment into Russian programs;
- peer review of research project applications and scientific reports from the cluster members; 

- teaching and training of professionals in the TB-cluster laboratories;
- interaction with pharmaceutical companies and chemical labs;
- informational service and proliferation of new results and achievements among professionals and in media.

TB-cluster prioroties are:

- establishment of novel TB vaccines;
- establishment of novel TB drugs;

- studying of TB infection and developing of immunotherapy approaches in animal models;

- development of new TB diagnosis tools;
- studying of molecular TB epidemiology, monitoring of strains circulating in Russian Federation;  

- commercialization and marketing of newly developed products.
Membership
The scientific groups that are involved in basic and applied research in TB field (and whose leaders sign this AGREEMENT upon its release or in the future) will be considered as the TB-cluster members.
TB-cluster governing body
TB-cluster members via their representatives elect a TB-cluster Coordinator and his/her Secretariat. Coordinator and Secretariat prepare documents ruling the functioning of the cluster (e.g., evaluation of new applications for membership, involvement of groups in research projects, TB-cluster declarations and statements), and present these documents to all TB-cluster members for their approval. A TB-cluster coordinator is provided with the authority to interact with domestic and foreign (international) governmental, private and public organizations regarding the functioning of the cluster. 
Signed in Moscow. 
October 19, 2007.
TRANSACTIONS #1

Attendees:

Representatives of scientific organizations involved in basic and applied TB research and participated in the Workshop held in Moscow on October 18-19, 2007.

Subject:

On the establishing of the National cluster for basic and applied research in TB (TB-cluster). 
Decision: 
1. To accept a draft version of the “AGREEMENT on the formation of Russian cluster for basic and applied tuberculosis research”, to distribute this text for further editing among the leaders of scientific teams that participated in the Workshop.
2. To sign the AGREEMENT within 10 days, on-line.
3. Prof. Alexander Apt (Central Institute for Tuberculosis RAMS, Moscow) was elected the TB-cluster Coordinator. 
4. Prof. Arseny Kaprelyants, Prof. Boris Naroditsky, Dr. Sergey Biketov and Dr. Sergey Tatkov were elected the members of Secretariat.
     Chairman:  Alexander Apt
